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possible that we will have to train and assist the Afghan national security forces for quite a long
time," he said. "If we do that, obviously that changes what we do in terms of forces and resources."
Should the United States decide to continue to train Afghan security forces, the numbers would go

up. In a statement accompanying the president's news conference, Defense Secretary Robert Gates
said the administration is considering a "range of missions for US military assistance in Afghanistan

beyond the current NATO-led training mission through the end of 2014." Speaking to reporters
aboard Air Force One, a senior Obama administration official said that Gates mentioned this

possibility during a meeting Thursday with the president. The official said Obama thought Gates
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